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Iraqi Ground Forces: Down for the Count

As described by General Schwartzkopf earlier this afternoon,
organized Iragi resistance in the Ruwait theater collapsed today:
the Republican Guard sustained major losses. Surviving Iragi
forces continue to try to retreat, but have no major escape route
open. Coalition air attacks have destroyed or badly damaged all
permanent bridges across the Shatt Al Arab, from north of Basrah
to the Gulf and US ground forces block all western exits,
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, combined with an outpour

the street,

Saddam is growing increasingly
id admitting total defeat.

hopes that by making these latest concess

fire and halt the destruction of his army.
hope Soviet and UN involvement
support from the Arab "man on
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UX Davelopments

Iendon announced that Irag’s latest offer to comply with two
Of the 12 UN resolutions is not good anough., Meanwhile, Prime
Minister Major said the British Ambasgador to Kuwait will return
to his post as early as tomorrow. e ,

Comment: Most Buropean countries sharg
nust comply with all UN resolutions.

USSR Mending Yences with the Coalition

A Soviet presidential spokesman this week stressed Moscow’s
support for all twelve of the UN resolutions and that tha USSR
would work with the US to reach a consensus in the UN Security
Council. He said that the Iraqi people would have to decide who
would lead the country; and its form of government. He also
hinted that Moscow might be willing to send troops to the region
as part of a UN observer or peacekeeping force. Soviet Defense
Minister Yazov, who has strongly criticized coalition military
activities, stated yesterday that Poreign Minister Aziz had made
unacceptable demands while in Moscow last week, that Saddam had
stalled on negotiations, and that Iraqi defeat was inevitable.

©“

Comasnt: The Soviets probably fear that their recent peace
efforts may have damaged relations with the US and that the
coalition will exclude the USSR from a postwar settlement,
Contributing Soviet troops to a peacekeeping force would help the
Soviets gain a role in a settlement wvhile allowing them to
bolster their claim as a peacemaker.
question the viability of Saddam and
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Japan Says the Cheok is in ths Xail

The Diet lower houss budget committee today approved the
supplementary budget containing Tokyo’s promised $9 billion aid
package for the multinational forces. MXeanwhile, the opposition
Komeito--whosa votes are key to the legislation’s passage in the

Conxent: Favorable prospects for the measure, particularly
RKomelto's positive stance, suggest Tokyo could begin disbursing
;heﬂ;gnds before the Japanesa fiscal year ends on 31 March.
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